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TRUSTEES. 

That the trustees of libraries throughout the nation are making a 
vital contribution to the development of libraries and library services 
is to be recognized by a special Jury on Citations. The Jury selected 
by members of the Trustees Section and the Executive Board of the 
American Library Association are: 
Trustees: Laurance J. Harwood, Chairman, South Bend, Indiana 

Mrs. P. H. Flynn, Xenia, Ohio 

M. M. Harris, San Antonio, Texas 
Librarians: Harriet C. Long, Oregon State Library, Salem 

Donald K. Campbell, Public Library, Haverhill, Massachusetts 

The Jury on Citations asks that recommendations for trustees be 
sent to them in order that two trustees may be cited for outstanding 
achievement or contributions to library development during 1940. 
Such citations will be made annually thereafter. ; 

It should be stressed that equal consideration is to be given to 
trustees of small and large libraries for service on a local, state, or 
national level. The contribution to library service need not be spec- 
tacular nor dramatic to be considered by the Jury members. 

The first awards of the Jury will be made at the annual conference 
of the American Library Association to be held in Boston June 19-25, 
1941. Recommendations for citations may be submitted by any li- 
brary board, individual library trustee, state library extension agen- 
cy, state library association, state trustee organization, or by the 
Trustees Section of the American Library Association. The recom- 
mendations must be accompanied by a full record of the candidate’s 
achievement or contribution to library development during 1940. 
in Boston, all nominations should be in the hands of the Jury on 
Citations not later than December 1, 1940. Address all correspond- 
ence to Mr. Laurance J. Harwood, Chairman, Jury on Citations, 
American Library Association, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 

—A. L. A., Pusric Lisrary Division 
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A REMINDER. 


Perhaps two-thirds of the libraries in 
Wisconsin owe their beginnings to wo- 
men’s clubs, many still get substantial 
contributions to their book funds from 
that same source. I wonder how many 
of them realize how useful they may be 
to the program committee, the club wo- 
man with a report to make or a paper 
to write, or the chairman of a civic wel- 
fare committee! 


Most program committees are ap- 
pointed in the spring, so that they may 
make their plans and have the yearbook, 
printed or typed or made by hand, ready 
for distribution when the club meets in 
the fall. If the librarian is alert and in- 
formed, she can start being useful as 
soon as the committee is appointed. Some 
clubs tell their committees what topics 
they wish to study during the coming 
year, but in most cases, the newly chos- 
en chairman is interested in seeing a 
variety of outlines and suggestions for 
study. 


hese come from all sorts of sources, 
club departments in magazines, univer- 
sity extension divisions, the national 
headquarters of women’s organizations 
such as the General Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs, the Federation of Music 
clubs, the Congress of Parents and 
Teachers and the Association of Univer- 
sity Women. Frequently they are free, 
sometimes they cost from five cents to 
fifty cents. Libraries in communities with 
a number of small study clubs would do 
well to accumulate a file of such out- 
lines, and to let the clubs know that the 
librarian would be glad to advise with 
the program committee while their plans 
are still in the making. Or the librarian 
may write to the Traveling Library and 
Study Club Department for a group of 
outlines, telling in her letter something 
of the size of the club, its general inter- 
ests, and the topics covered in the previ- 
ous year. One of the functions of the 
“Study Club” section of that depart- 
ment is to help clubs to plan their work 
for the year, and then to help to work 
the plans. 


After the Committee has completed 
the program, topics for each meeting 
chosen, dates selected, the librarian goes 
over it, checking those topics on which 
there is plenty of material locally to take 
care of the meeting. Then she sends it 
to the Traveling Library, where the club 
reference librarian hunts up the mater- 
ial needed for each subject, and reserves 
the books so that they will go to the li- 
brary automatically three weeks ahead 
of the date of the meeting, for the use 
of the club. 


There is close cooperation between the 
Traveling Library and the Department 
of Debating & Public Discussion of the 
University Extension Division. If topics 
are of a type that is better handled with 
magazine articles, pamphlets and clip- 
pings, it will be referred to the Univer- 
sity Extension, even though the program 
has been registered with the Traveling 
Library. Conversely, the Extension calls 
on the Traveling Library for book serv- 
ice on programs registered there. In 
some cases, both departments serve, the 
Traveling Library sending a book for 
review, for. instance, and the Extension 
magazine clippings about the author and 
comments on the book. 


When a program can be checked early 
in the club year, the book needed is prac- 
tically certain to be on hand when it is 
wanted. If, however, the librarian does 
not send for it until a week or two before 
the meeting, the book may be in the field 
and impossible to get in time. So, some 
of the responsibility falls on the club, 
for all too often nothing is done about 
gathering material until the deadline is 
almost reached, and even the most help- 
ful librarian cannot evolve information 
out of thin air. 


Not every group plans for the year, 
however. There are single meetings, peo- 
ple appointed suddenly to fill an emer- 
gency, and the library wins warm friends 
when it is ready to help. Social meetings 
eall for information on games, ice- 
breaker stunts, even menus and decora- 
tions. Drama groups want plays to look 
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over, with an eye to producing them, or 
groups of copies to use for group read- 
ing. The Traveling Library is a good 
source from which to supplement local 
collections. 
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Offer your services to your clubs, and 
if the response exceeds your local re- 
sources, turn to the Traveling Library, 
it is there to serve you. 

JENNIE T. SCHRAGE 


WISCONSIN STATE DOCUMENTS. 


Selected and annotated by Hazel L. Kuehn, Wisconsin Legislative 
Reference Library 


Included in this selection are a number of mimeographed pamphlets. 


BANKING CoMMISSION. Annual report on 
the condition of credit unions. 1939. 
37p. 


Annual report on the condition of 
Wisconsin building and loan associa- 
tions. 1939. 38p. 





BoaRD OF PHARMACY. Wisconsin phar- 
macy laws, including changes as passed 
by the 1939 Wisconsin legislature. 
1940. 6p. mimeographed. 

Supplements 19388 printed laws. 


BUREAU OF PURCHASES. Wisconsin ses- 
sion laws. 1939. 





Wisconsin statutes, 1939. 


Wisconsin town laws, 1939, with 
forms. 





CONSERVATION COMMISSION. Fishing laws 
1939-1940. 1940. 72p. 





Hunting and trapping laws, 1940- 
1941. 1940. 80p. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. Agricul- 
tural statistics. 1940. (Bulletins no. 
202; County series no. 12, 18, 14, 15). 
mimeographed. 


Statistics for Columbia, Dunn, Milwaukee 
and Rock counties on distribution and utiliza- 
tion of land. soils, number of farms, crops, 
ete. This is a part of a series on Wisconsin 
counties, 





101 smart ways to serve Wiscon- 
sin cheese and butter. 1940. 52p. 
Recipes for appetizers. soups, main courses, 

etc. 





Wisconsin chick marketing regula- 
tions and culling guide. 1929. 12p. 





Wisconsin trade practice law. 
1939. 7p. 
General law authorizing codes for barbers, 
beauticians, ete. 


Wisconsin uniform cold storage 
act, and rules and regulations govern- 
ing the licensing and operation of froz- 
en food locker plants. 1940. 19p. 
mimeographed. 





DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. In- 
formation on Wisconsin schools. 1940. 
20p. 

Information briefly given on conducting dis- 
trict school mectings, school boards, tuition, 
handicapped children, school loans, transporta- 
tion, and teachers’ tenure. 


DIVISION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. Laws 
relating to aid to dependent children 
and blind pensions. 1940. 16p. 


Laws relating to old-age assist- 
ance. 1940. 23p. 





HIGHWAY COMMISSION. 1930 official high- 
way map. 1940. folder. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. General orders 
on spray coating. 1939. 27p. 


Wisconsin physical examination 
program: designed to aid in the con- 
trol and prevention of occupational 
diseases and accidents and to promote 
industrial health. 1939. 22p. 








Workmen’s compensation act with 
amendments to October 22, 1939. 1940. 
122p. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY. Wis- 
consin blue book. 1940. 634p. 
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Contains an excellent picture section giving 
data on agriculture, industry, transpertation. 
conservation, etc. 

In addition to the usual information on 
state government. the legislature, elections, ete. 
contains articles on: Development of Wiscon- 
sin pension program; Soil erosion control in 
Wisconsin; State aid to libraries; Village gov- 
ernment in Wisconsin; Relax in Wisconsin, 
friendly land of beauty; Wisconsin’s future in 
aviation; and, A century of agriculture in 
Wisconsin. 


MotToR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT. Motor ve- 
hicle lighting regulations: safety regu- 
lations for motor carriers. 1940. 33p. 


Official driver’s guide and oral 
questionnaire. 1940. 23p. 


— School bus regulations. 1940. 4p. 
— ——Wisconsin traffic safety. 1940. 


A monthly bulletin; formerly issued by the 
llighway commission as Safety news. 


PLANNING Boarp. An airport system for 
Wisconsin. 1940. 76p. (Bulletin no. 11, 
July 1940). mimeographed. 


Prepared in collaboration with the Wiscon- 


sin aeronautics commission and the federal 
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Civil aeronautics commission. 


TAXATION DEPARTMENT. Wisconsin stat- 
utes, 1939: income tax and surtax, 
privilege dividend tax, inheritance tax, 
gift tax, board of tax appeals, depart- 
ment of taxation. 1940. 71p. 


Text of laws on these subjects. 


TRADE PRACTICE DEPARTMENT. Trade 
practice standards for the cleaning 
and dyeing trade. 1940. 8p. 


Trade practice standards for the 
cosmetician trade. 1940. 7p. 


Trade practice standards for the 
shoe rebuilding trade. 1940. 8p. 





WISCONSIN UNIVERSITY—College of ag- 
riculture—Farm management exten- 
sion service. Farm business studies. 
1940. mimeographed. 


Statistics on farm income and expenses for 
1959 for a selected group of farms in the vari- 
ous counties of Wisconsin. Series includes: 
Eastern area, Southeast area, Swiss checse 
area, Northwestern dairy area, Northwestern 
dairy-hay area, North central dairy area, Cen- 
tral sandy area, and, Milwaukee area, 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS. 


; Wisconsin Statutes. 


Inquiry about the accumulation of 
back volumes of the Wisconsin Statutes 
on public library shelves brings a reply 
from the office of State Bureau of Pur- 
chases. 


The librarians are asked to write to 
the office of Bureau of Purchases, stat- 
ing the year of the Statutes for which 
they no longer have any use, and ask 
that they be given advice as to their dis- 
position. Frequently these older copies 
can be used by the Bureau. Address let- 
ter to Edwin A. Johnson, in charge of 
documents, Bureau of Purchases, State 
Capitol, Madison. 


Public Library Certification Board. 

At the midsummer meeting of the Cer- 
tification Board the following action was 
taken: 


Permit granted to the Hartford Pub- 
lie Library Board. 


Certificates granted to: 
Harriet M. Albright, Kenosha. 
Mildred Andrews, Kenosha. | 
Mary A. Botten, Wausau. 
Mrs. Cora Doolittle, Lancaster. 
Ruth L. Drews, Oshkosh. 
Marie C. Duffey, Racine. 
Miriam R. Engan, Fort Atkinson. 
Ellen L. Erickson, Green Bay. 
Ardyce J. Jackman, River Falls. 
Katherine M. Kannenberg, Racine. 
Julia M. Karsten, Green Bay. 
Emily L. Kuehner, Cedarburg. 
Jean M. Theby, Marshfield. 
Mrs. Orrilla Young Thompson, Ripon. 
Marian B. Torreyson, Oshkosh. 
Licenses granted to: 
Eleanor E. Anderson, Eau Claire. 
Maurine Bell, Marinette. 
Helen L. Gallaher, Antigo. 
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Mrs. Mildred E. Haggerty, Racine. 
Eleanor E. Hanners, Richland Center. 
Florence M. Hensey, West Allis. 
Jane E. Kelly. Clintonville. 

Lillian A. Liebetrau, Madison. 

Ruth I. Russell, Monroe. 

Phyllis Vilmann, Racine. 


Wisconsin Material. 


A pamphlet which will be of value to 
a library’s Wisconsin material is the 
following: Federal writer’s project, Wis- 
consin. Rhinelander logging museum. 
Rhinelander (Wis.), Logging Museum, 
1940. Order direct, 25c. 


Buying Versus Borrowing. 

A recent survey of buying habits 
brought out the astonishing fact that the 
first real market for books comes after 
a person achieves an annual income of 
$3,000. This means that nine out of 
every ten people, when they read books, 
must borrow them, and largely from 
their public libraries. As recently as 
1926, Americans read 225,000,000 books 
from their public libraries. Now they are 
annually reading over 400,000,000. And 
library reading is good reading. This 
huge book activity is one of the most in- 
spiring proofs of the innate soundness 
of our people. It brings confidence that 
in a nation which thus reacts to its lei- 
sure time, there runs a current of firm 
thinking, of sound good sense that will 
continue to hold sturdy our American 
way. Astonishing and cheering pictures 
of book use emerge from a look at a cross 
section of book circulation in any active 
public library. The immense progress in 
reading means that a fine, eager-minded 
public has doubled, even tripled its use 
of books in a dozen significant subjects— 
in the social sciences, in history, travel, 
philosophy, literature, essays, drama, 
poetry, the practical arts, the fine arts. 
They want to find out how better to de- 
velop these beautifully created minds 
with which the Almighty has endowed 
us. 


—Excerpt from “The Librarian To- 
day,” by Donald K. Campbell, Li- 
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brarian, Public Library, Haverhill, 
Massachusetts, as it appeared in 
Poor Richard’s Biblomac, Septem- 
ber 30, 1940. 


Gunther’s “Ten Most Interesting 
People.” 


In the current issue of Youth Today, 
John Gunther, world-roving historian, 
lists these “ten most interesting people 
whom I have come to know”—Archibald 
MacLeish, poet and Librarian of Con- 
gress; Winston Churchill, Prime Minis- 
ter of Great Britain; Sinclair Lewis, 
author and playwright; Dr. Wilhelm 
Stekel, psychotherapist of London, form- 
erly of Vienna; Madame Chiang Kai- 
shek, wife of the Chinese Generalissimo; 
Mahatma Gandhi, Indian leader; The 
Duchess of Windsor; Leon Trotsky, Rev- 


olutionist; Eamon De Valera, Irish 
statesman; and H. G. Wells, British. 
writer. 


A shelf of books by and about these 
“interesting people” would make an at- 
tractive exhibit. 


For Research Workers. 


“Bibliographical Citation in the Social 
Sciences,” compiled by Livia Appel and 
issued by the University of Wisconsin 
press, is a publication to bring to the 
attention of research workers in this field 
or to compilers of bibliographies gener- 
ally. It is intended as a manual of style 
and covers principles and rules for cita- 
tion of books and pamphlets, reports and 
proceedings, government documents, 
newspapers, and other materials (price 
60c). 


It makes an excellent companion work 
to “Research materials in the social sci- 
ences,” compiled by Louis Kaplan, pub- 
lished by the Press at the same price 
in 1939. 


Professor Sinclair Lewis. 


For the first time in his life, Sinclair 
Lewis may legitimately be addressed as 
“Professor”’—and possibly is so ad- 
dressed by students who haven’t known 
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him for more than a few days. Early in 
September, when he completed his third 
season of acting in summer theatres, Mr. 
Lewis announced that he was finished 
with acting—that he had other ventures 
to essay. Since then he has been motor- 
ing all over the Middlewest, with a pious 
visit to his celebrated home town, Sauk 
Centre, Minnesota, and it is now officially 
announced that he has settled down, at 
least till next summer, at Madison, Wis- 
consin, and that he will be a “professor- 
ial lecturer” in the English Department 
of the University of Wisconsin, with a 
weekly class in writing devoted particu- 
larly to original fiction—PUBLISHER’S 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Recent Book Lists. 


The Committee on Institution Librar- 
ies of the American Prison Association 
has issued a list of “1000 Books for 
Prison Libraries 1936-1939.” The list was 
prepared by Mildred L. Methven, super- 
visor of Institution Libraries, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. It is annotated and attrac- 
tively printed. Free to prison adminis- 
trators; 50c to others; address Miss 
Methven, State Office Building, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


An annotated “List of books for a col- 
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lege student’s reading,” appearing in a 
third edition in the Trinity College Bul- 
letin, issue of April, 1940, would be an 
admirable help to the Readers’ adviser 
in any public library. Distributed by the 
College, Hartford, Connecticut. 


Reprint Best Sellers. 


All This and Heaven Too, by Rachel 
Field. Macmillan, $1.39. 

Mein Kampf, by Adolf Hitler. Reynal & 
Hitchcock, $1.89. 

The Yearling, by Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings. Scribner, $1.29. 

The Flowering of New England, by Van 
Wyck Brooks. Dutton, $1.49. 

Escape, by Ethel Vance. (Popular Copy- 
rights.) Grosset and Dunlap, $.75. 
(Novels of Distinction), $1. 

The Golden Bough, by Sir James Frazer. 
(Imperial Editions). Macmillan, $1.49. 

The Importance of Living, by Lin Yu- 
tang. (Halycon House). Blue Ribbon 
Books, $1.39. 

And Tell of Time, by Laura Krey. Gros- 
set & Dunlap, $1.29. 

Rebecca, by Daphne du Maurier. Garden 
City Pub. Co., $1:39; $.69. 

The Life of Andrew Jackson, by Mar- 
quis James. (De Luxe Editions). Gar- 
den City Pub. Co., $1.98. 


SELECTED LIST OF BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Edited by Winifred L. Davis. 


Interesting People to Know. 


Bakeless, Katherine Little. Story-lives 
of great composers. 1940. 264p. ports. 
Stokes, $2.50. 920 


This volume supplements Harriett Brower’s 
Story-lives of master musicians, since none of 
the composers whose stories were included there 
appear here. The lives are arranged in order 
of time from the present to the past, and are 
intimate accounts, full of anecdote, rather than 
critical evaluations. There are good portraits 
of composers, birth and death dates are given 
at the end of each story, and a list of repre- 
sentative records, intended to give a sample of 
each composer’s work. is included. 


King, Marian. Elizabeth, the Tudor prin- 
cess. 1940. 189p. illus. Stokes. $2. 921 


Here is the story of Elizabeth from baby- 
hood up to the moment she became queen of 
England, as it is revealed by authentic histor- 
ical records, state papers and original letters, 
some of them her own. She is shown as a 
person of charm and intelligence. growing up 
amidst danger and intrigue, developing wisdom 
and courage that were to stand her in good 
stead. Not only Elizabeth but her brother, Ed- 
ward, and sister, Mary, seem very real, and 
the background picture of Tudor England is 
authentic and well done. 


Taylor, Irma. Perilous journeys. 1940. 
232p. illus. Harcourt. $1.50. 920 


In these tales of courage, some of which 
have been a part of the news of the past few 
years, the emphasis is on the understanding of 
human values, of ability to think clearly, and 
to act quickly. They are from all parts of the 
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world and represent a variety ot Yperiences when his thers damaged cart made it neces 
in fourteen perilous journeys, Junior high. sury to use the savings did not prevent his 

doing a favor to a tourist who, in his turn, 


Wheeler, Opal and Deucher, Sybil. Ed- 
ward MacDowell and his cabin in the 
pines. 1940. 144p. illus. Dutton, $2. 

921 


To their list of stories of musicians. the auth- 
ors add this sensitive and appealing biography 
of our American composer. They tell of his 
small-boy days when he marched about the 
house, making up songs of which his Quaker 
grandfather disapproved, his happy youth with 
music lessons at home with Signor Buitrago, 
the years of study in France and Germany, 
suecess and acclaim in America, and the at- 
taining of his dearest wish—a cabin in the 
pines where he could work at composing in 
peace and quiet. An attractive book, with 
charming black and white drawings. 


Boys and Girls in Many Parts of the 
World. 


Bartusek, Libushka. Happy times in 
Czechoslovakia. 1940. 62p.__ illus. 
Knopf, $2. 


In a foreword, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt says: 
“This book is a cheerful and charming picture 
of the life and experiences of childhood in 
Czechoslovakia. It will influence the thought 
of our own children and perhaps be of value 
in making them cherish their own traditions.” 

Winter, Easter, Harvest and Christmas as 
the happy Horak family knew them are beauti- 
fully presented in the narrative and in the 
colorful illustrations of Yarka Bures. (irades 
4-5. 


Cannon, Marian. Children of the fiery 
mountain. 1940. 96p. illus. Dutton, 
$2. 


Sylvia's cousins, Tom and Pete. were spend- 
ing the winter with her on her father's coffee 
plantation in Guatemala, where they had come 
by plane. There were many things for them 
to learn about and to experience,—the animals 
and birds peculiar to the country, the new 
kind of Christmas preparations; unusual ad- 
ventures which included a ‘“witch-doctor” ; and 
the eruption of the volcano, Unusual illustra- 
tions by the author. Grades 4-5. 


Edwards, Florence Dunn. Menino. 1940. 
20p. illus. Grosset, $.50. 


There were bananas to sell in the market, 
the ox to wash, and once a beautiful parrot 
to sell to a tourist—all of which helped Men- 
ino, a little boy of Brazil, to earn money for 
his first Carnival suit. His disappointment 


made the Carnival suit a reality, Grades 2-3 

Gay, Zhenya and Crespi, Pachita. Man- 
uelito of Costa Rica. 1940. 36p. illus. 
Messner, $1.50. 


The story and colorful illustrations give a 
xreat deal of information about the life and 
activities of a Costa Rican family as seen 
through the eyes of the boy, Manuelito. The 
market place where the most beautifully paint- 
ed cart in the oxcart parade will receive a 
prize, and the gayety in preparation for such 
2 time as Christmas appear to reflect the true 
spirit of the country. A few foreign phrases 
need not interfere in the pleasure the story 
will give. Grades 2-3, 


Hawkins, Sheila. Pepito. 1940. 86p. il- 
lus. Harper, $1.75. 


A picture-story book. It tells of Pepito a 
little Spanish bey, Don Diego his donkey, and 
Conchita; and. how the three of them escaped 
from a band of gypsies. It is gay, full of hu- 
mor, and nonsense; bright and lively pictures 
with comic details. Because of physical make- 
up and dimensions, the book does not lend it- 
self easily to circulation, but better in picture 
book collection. 


Henry, Marguerite. Auno and Tauno; 
a story of Finland. 1940. 26p. illus. 
Albert Whitman, $1. 


“Recent memories of Finland are captured 
between the covers of this book,” says the 
dedication, Auno and Tauno are twins, whose 
story is told in easy narrative with bright 
pictures, A delightful picture of family life in 
Finland at peace. Grades 2-4. 


Holberg, Ruth. The bells of Amsterdam. 
1940. 88p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


A story of seventeenth century Amsterdam 
seen through the eyes of Karl Ludwig and 
Titus. the son of Rembrandt the artist. Karl, 
taken from an orphan asylum, is taught to 
play the bells in the ancient church of Amster- 
dam. and on one Christmas day, the Christmas 
song that was always sung in Nuremberg 
reached the ears of one Herr Hohenschleyer, 
who was in Amsterdam on business. It was 
this incident that brought the youthful bell- 
ringer and his own father together. Beautiful 
illustrations in color. and in black and white, 
by Richard Holberg. Grades 3-5. 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances. The story 
of Lee Ling. 1940. 114p. illus. Har- 
court, $2. 
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Lee Ling’s father and mother were sad that 
they were too poor to send her to school, But 
Lee Ling could not feel that way, because she 
was so shy. She did not want to go to school, 
and she loved all the little tasks in the home. 
But once when danger threatened her baby 
sister, Lee Ling found out, as well as her teas- 
ing boy cousins, how brave she could be. Her 
shyness once forgotten, she never again was 
afraid of strangers. The usual charming story 
of Chinese children by a favorite author. 
Grades 2-5. 


Lee, Melicent Humason and Jung Ho. 
Chang Chee. 1939. 1387p. illus. Har- 
per, $1.50. 


There is the feel of the “good earth” in this 
story of the little Chinese boy. Chang Chee. 
who saw all things with the eyes of an artist, 
whether in the rice fields where he helped his 
mother, or on the green hills where he took 
the water buffalo to graze. Colors for him were 
like magic, and he hopes some day to become 
a great artist. Beautifully told, and for chil- 
dren who do not always demand an exciting 
plot. A good book for teachers to read aloud 
to boys and girls when such material is needed 
to supplement any study of China. Grades 5-6, 


Van Stockum, Hilda. Kersti and Saint 
Nicholas. 1940. 70p. illus. Viking, $2. 


There were six little girls in the Van Dis- 
selens family when Kersti, the seventh one. 
arrived, a girl too, although the stork had 
been especially told that they wanted a broth- 
er, Put Kersti was different. and for her ac- 
tions, says the author, “I claim no _ respons- 
ibility. I had a lovely, sweet, good little story 
for nice little children and Kersti just came 
and played havoc with it.” She also played 
havoe with all the traditions of St. Nicholas. 

The illustrations by the author are delight- 
fully done in full color and in black and white. 
Grades 3-4. 


Waldeck, JoBesse McElveen. Little jun- 
gle village. 1940. 176p. illus. Viking, 
$2. 


In British Guiana the Arawah Indians con- 
sider that children no older than 9 and 11 
are old enough to be on their own. So Peh-Weh 
and his sister, Man-o, wander off into the 
jungle where they start a “village” of their 
own. Wise in their knowledge of the jungle, 
the reader gets a sense of its menace. as well 
as its wonder. Grades 5-7. 


Interesting Things to Know and to 
Make. 


Emans, Elaine V. About spiders. 1940. 
1838p. illus. Dutton, $2.50. 595.4 
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A book written by an enthusiast for those 
who are not necessarily naturalists but for 
those who would be interested in the “beauty, 
artistry and ingenuity” of spiders, if only they 
could know them, The author herself claims 
that in the beginning she knew nothing about 
spiders. How her discoveries led her to become 
informed she tells in such a way that the sub- 
ject is bound to fascinate anyone. A good in- 
troduction to books by Fabre. Grades 6-8. 


Fish, Helen Dean. The doll house book. 
1940. 154p. illus. Stokes, $2. 680 


“Making a doll house of cardboard carton, 
rooms charmingly decorated in delightful color 
schemes, and furnished completely. on scale. 
is the business of this book. It brings this 
hobby fully within the grasp of any little girl 
old enough to follow directions and apt in 
using her hands.”” Book jacket. 

A book which will provide a whole group 
with an interesting activity. Simple line draw- 
ings supplement the detailed directions of the 
text. 


Holmes, Ruth Vickery. Model-Theatre 
craft. 1940. 186p. illus. Stokes. $2. 
192 


While this book is designed for the use of 
children and young people. it will also serve 
students and dramatic writers who wish to 
try out plays on a small model stage. 

The making of the theatre itself, the actors, 
patterns and designs for scenery and _ proper- 
ties are all carefully presented, and materials 
are of the simplest. Four good plays with full 
acting directions are also included, making the 
book unusually complete. 


Keliher, Alice V. and others, eds. Pic- 
ture fact books. 1940. illus. diag. 
Harper, $1. school ed., $.80. 

Office workers. 651.37 
Radio workers. 621.38 


Two more titles in the Picture fact book 
series. (BULLETIN June, 1939; Feb., 1940). 
Similar in form to the others, giving full in- 
formation in brief, concise text and through 
photographs. pictorial charts, and statistics. 
Excellent vocational material. Should also be 
of value as introductory in adult education 
programs. 


Leeming, Joseph. From barter to bank- 
ing. 1940. 138p. illus. Appleton-Cen- 
tury, $2. 332.4 


The story of the world’s coinage and money. 
Subtitle. 

The account is interestingly presented. and 
is given in the usual clear style of the author. 
Starting with furs and skins as the first mon- 
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ey he tells of other early forms, and the first 
coins, followed by that of various countries, 
and the use of money in the world today. An 
appendix gives the values of foreign and col- 
onial moneys. An index also gives the book 
reference value. Grades 5-7, and older, 


McDonald, Lucile Saunders. Jewels and 
gems. 1940. 288p. illus. Crowell, $2. 
553.8 


An unusual presentation of the subject of 
jewels and gems, not only as to their origins, 
but the history and legends of which they are 
a part. 

The illustrations of Vera Bock are in per- 
feet keeping with the subject, and the whole 
makeup of the book reflects the high value the 
world puts upon the perfect gem. An index of 
14 pages gives the book reference value. Grades 
7-9; also adults. 


Peet, Creighton. This is the way we 
build a house. 1940. 126p. illus. Holt, 
$2. 694 


All of the details in building a house, with 
photographs by the author. The pictures are 
more detailed than the text, although the lat- 
ter is sufficiently explanatory. Every phase of 
construction from cellar to roof with the work 
of plasterers. electricians. plumbers, and paint- 
ers is complete. Grades 4-6, 


Sanderson, Ivan T. Animals nobody 
knows. 1940. 77p. illus. Viking, $2. 
591.5 


Each one of these strange animals has a 
chapter in the book, telling where he lives. 
what he eats, and any other interesting detail 
peculiar to him. The full page portraits of 
these animals and smaller sketches are “tri- 
umphs of sympathy, understanding, and crisp 
scientific detail.” Grades 5-7 and older. 


Good Stories. 


Brann, Esther. Patrick goes a-hunting. 
1940. 44p. illus. Macmillan, $1. 


That Patrick was not able to keep the rab- 
bits out of the garden was the sad conclusion 
of his little masters. Bobbie and Donnie. But, 
just as in Patrick was his name (BULLETIN 
Dee. °88), so in this account, he wins out in 
the end. Grades 1-2. 


Bronson, Wilfrid S. Children of the sea. 
1940. 264p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Dolphins are among the gayest creatures in 
the world. no matter how old they are, says 
Mr. Bronson. The story of Tursiops and his 
mother not only gives an interesting account 
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of the life history of the dolphin, but also 
describes, authoritatively, other undersea life. 
There is also the story of the little boy of 
Nassau, Smudgy, in the second part of the 
book. whose friendship with the dolphin bears 
out the usually accepted belief of the friendli- 
ness of these creatures. Grades 4-6. 


Emmett, Elizabeth. The land he loved, 
a story of old Narragansett. 1940. 
291p. illus. Maemillan, $2. 


Tim, whose life has been spent in London 
among the playhouses, is sold in the American 
Colonies as an indentured servant, but is saved 
from that by Mr. Throckmorton when he sees 
the forlorn and homesick boy on the Boston 
wharf. 

He is something of a problem in this Nar- 
ragansett household. but the companionship of 
Penelope and the understanding of Penelope’s 
mother bring about a happy adjustment eventu- 
ally. Humor, good character delineation, as 
well as something of the life in the early 
colonies give the book its particular interest. 
Grades 4-5, 


Hewes, Agnes Danforth. The iron doc- 
tor. 1940. 234p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


This siory of the hazards and thrills of div- 
ing gives a clear, scientific picture of the equip- 
ment, training and thoroughness absolutely 
necessary in the profession. Jed Sheldon. whose 
only link with his father is a wrist chain in- 
scribed with the name “Jed Sheldon, diver,” 
goes to New York to find a place for himself 
in the world. He is attracted by the diving 
profession and works with a salvage company. 
He is in San Francisco when the San Francisco 
bridge project opens, and here he helps estab- 
lish the deepest working-level record of all 
time. Will interest high school boys and men. 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh. Michel’s Island. 
1940. 266p. illus. Stokes, $2. 


Michelimackinac Island during the period 
just after it came into possession of the United 
States is the background for this stirring tale. 
The story centers around 12 year old Michel 
Jarnac, son of an Indian chieftain’s daughter 
and a jolly French trader—his love for the 
island, his growing attachment for his mother’s 
people, and his ambition to become a “healer.” 
Adventure, intrigue and the excitement of 
frontier life are interspersed with Indian leg- 
ends and boyish pranks. Told with warm un- 
derstanding and humor. Boys and girls 11-16. 





Kent, Louise Andrews. He went with 
Christopher Columbus. 1940. 318p. 
illus. Houghton, $2. 


This is the story of Peter Aubrey, an Eng- 
lish boy of Spanish descent, who, quite by 
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chance. sailed as deck boy with Columbus on 
the Santa Maria, Throughout the voyage, and 
during the years before he was to see England 
again,—he was left behind and lived with the 
Indians on Espanola—he saw Columbus in 
many situations, through varying fortunes, and 
always considered him a great man. Peter's ad- 
ventures are exciting, and the historical back- 
ground well-handled, giving a comprehensive 
picture of contemporary life in England, Spain 
and the new world. 


Long, E. Waldo. Ricardo of the lion 
heart. 1940. 304p. illus. Penn, $2. 


Ricardo. a part wolf dog, is the hero of this 
story of the northern mountain country. His 
courage and faithfulness is shown through his 
rescues of Ruth and Martin Kimball and their 
daughter, Beatrice. There is an element of 
outlawness in the city gangster who is hiding 
out in the mountains, but. in the whole, it is 
a fine dog story. High school age. 


Mallette, Gertrude E. Single stones. 
1940. 296p. Doubleday, $2. 


Marcia Throme, who is a 4th year medical 
student, has also the extra duties as assistant 
to her father, a famous medical scientist, in 
his laboratory, a famous medical scientist, in 
almost impossible to enjoy also the outside 
activities natural for a young girl. However, 
occasionally with her dog, Tailspin, or Derek 
Rodgers, a young doctor, she does forget her 
laboratory. It is while her father is away re- 
cuperating from a breakdown that she earns 
her first “‘single stone’’ or completed success- 
ful experiment. For high school girls, and es- 
pecially those interested in medical research. 


Meadowcroft, Enid La Monte. Along the 
Erie towpath. 1940. 227p. illus. Crow- 
ell, $2. 


A story of an interesting family of boys and 
girls. with the background of the development 
of the Erie Canal. The dramatic significance of 
the canal and the life of the times are vividly 
presented. Grades 4-6. 


Means, Florence Crannell. At the end 
of nowhere. 1940. 2382p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $2. 


When the Austen family had to leave the 
comfortable parsonage in Kansas City, because 
of father’s health, and go to a small church ‘in 
Apache, Colorado, their new life stretched be- 
fore them as strange and challenging as the 
prairies and mountains. To the twins it was 
an exciting adventure, and they made friends 
from the start. but for the older Alice, it was 
the end of nowhere. Solving their problems 
brings happiness, however, even for Alice. A 


November, 1940 


lively, humorous story for girls. Lovely illus- 

trations. 

Oman, Carola. Alfred, king of the Eng- 
lish. 1939. 246p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


The story of King Alfred, as it might have 
been told by his faithful follower, Denewulf, 
the Dog-Keeper, who is. says the author, an 
imaginary character. The others brought into 
the story really existed. 

The recreation of the persons and the events 
of this period of English history, and its at- 
mosphere. make the book notable both in its 
charm and in its faithfulness to the original 
sources used. Grades 7-9 and older. 


Playfair, Robert S. Colonel of the crim- 
son. 1940. 233p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Gene Caldwell, who has been a star athlete 
at high school but who now finds he cannot 
work his way through Harvard and also have 
time for basketball and baseball, feels that he is 
just a drudge. The story shows how he adjusts 
his time and work to permit him to enjoy 
friends and sports and also gives a fine picture 
of the science and sportsmanship of basketball 
and baseball. Those boys who enjoyed The 
crimson road (BULLETIN, Dec. °39) will again 
meet “Madman” Harris and others. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The year of Jubilo. 1940. 
266p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Lucinda of Roller Skates is the same love- 
able girl, but a little more grown-up. With the 
death of the father the Wymans find them- 
selves in difficult circumstances, but as Duncan 
says, the “Wymans stick together,” and it was 
this. with their resourcefulness and courage, 
that made the experiences develop into a “Year 
of Jubilo.” Lucinda’s letters to her Uncle 
Earle, and his to her. are charming. High 
school age, as well as grown-ups. 


Tunis, John R. Champion’s choice. 1940. 
300p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Beginning with an old racquet and a garage 
door squared off and numbered for a measuring 
medium, Janet Johnson started her tennis car- 
eer. Will power and determination to complete- 
ly master the game bring her the champion- 
ship, but the boy who grows up with her shows 
her that finally, when at the top, she is no 
longer free to live her own life, a lesson which 
it is hard for her to accept. Here is a very 
complete picture of tournament tennis and will 
appeal to high school girls interested in the 
game. 


Wood, Esther. Pepper moon. 1940. 32p. 
illus. Longmans, $2. 


Pepper Moon wanted a dog, and not being 
allowed one, he collected all sorts of strange 
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pets. so that the family gathered in conference 
to decide what pet should be chosen for him. 
It was decided that he might have some kind 
of a bird. He bought a duck. but the duck 
was a nuisance, as were the other pets brought 
home, until finally they yielded to the boy’s 
wish to have a dog. A good story, with humor. 
both in the pictures and in the incidents. 
Grades 2-38. 


For Days We Celebrate. 


Ackley, Edith Flack. Holiday cards for 
you to make. 1940. 109p. illus. Stokes, 
$2. 394 


“A springboard for your own ideas,” says 
the author about this book which gives de- 
signs, directions and suggestions for making 
cards appropriate for all kinds of occasions, 
whether holiday greetings, or special cards for 
very special events. 


Gardner, Horace J. Let’s celebrate 
Christmas. 1940. 212p. illus. Barnes, 
$2.50. 394 


This book will satisfy many kinds of requests 
for Christmas material, such as customs in 
different countries in the past and today; par- 
ties with games and recipes appropriate for 
the occasion and for various ages: decorations: 
carols. plays and stories. The index also adds 
to the usefulness of the book. For all ages. 


Poetic and Charming, With Art Value. 
Colmont, Marie. Down the river. 1940. 
illus. Harper, $1.50. 


. Up the mountain. 1940. illus. 
Harper, $1.50. 
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These books have beautiful lithographs in 
ten colors by Alexandra Exter, and for the art 
value, they will have a place in those library 
collections where books are added for their 
artistic distinction. The simple story of the 
river, its banks, bridges, boats and mills, as 
well as the complete water cycle from cloud 
to brook, river, ocean and back to sky might 
be included in a story hour program. In some- 
what the same manner Up the mountain also 
tells of the work and play; the pastures, fields 
and beautiful trees of the wonderful Alps. 


Lida. The kingfisher. 1940. 30p. illus. 
Harper, $1. 


The valley and the stream made a most de- 
sirable place for the kingfisher, so he with his 
queen decided to make it their home. There 
were others who found the place good—cray- 
fish, eel, the water rat. Some of these came 
out especially at night. Life here was always 
strangely beautiful and remote. Poetic and 
charming, this is the latest book in the Pere 
Castor series, and the illustrations in black 
and white, as well as those in color by Rojan 
give the book added distinction. Type is large. 
Grades 3-4, also picture book age. 


Van Doren, Mark. The transparent tree. 
1940. 87p. illus. Holt, $1.50. 


Two boys. George and William, somewhat 
bored with their vacation on the farm, meet 
Slim Jim who is searching for the transparent 
tree. They join in assisting him, and as a re- 
sult find an enchanting world of nature with 
its surprising wonders. Because of its delicate 
fantasy, and subtle character it will appeal 
only to the unusual child. Grades 5-8. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MIDWINTER 
MEETING, 1940 
The Drake Hotel, at Michigan Avenue and Oak Street, 


Chicago, will be headquarters for the A. L. A. Midwinter 
conference, December 27 to 30, 1940. 


1941 CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


June 19 to 25, 1941 has been selected as the time for the 
63rd annual conference of the American Library Associa- 
tion, to be held in Boston, Mass. General sessions will be 
held at Grand Hall in the Mechanics Building and the ex- 


hibits and group meetings at the Hotel Statler. 





